Dr. Hardy Fredricksmeyer



Watching Tigerland
1. Name the year T (Tigerland) was made and its director.  

2. One reviewer said that T represents a radical departure from the director's previous films, many of which were panned by film critics and earned the director the nickname "toxic waste machine."  Name a couple of these notoriously bad films.  (A great source of information on film, directors, and so on is the website imdb.com.)

3. Identify the setting of T: time (year) and place (state).

4. Suggest how the year in which T is set affects the attitude of its characters.  

5. Suggest how the topography of the state in which T is set is well suited for training men to fight in Vietnam.

6. Bozz obviously plays a maverick in T.  Mavericks often distance themselves from the rest of society in three ways: spatially, socially, and emotionally.  Explain how this statement applies to Bozz.  Specifically, identify (a) the institution from which has just been released at the beginning of T, (b) what other soldiers think of him at the beginning of T, and (c)  how he relates (or tries not to relate) to others for much of T.  Also, (d) explain how (as we learn later in the film) Bozz marginalized himself both spatially and socially before entering the army.

7. Identify ways in which Bozz is superior to those around him and that make him charismatic.  
8. Bozz has involuntarily lost his civilian status as T begins.  Name the mechanism used in the U.S. during the Vietnam War to enroll men in the military that explains this.  

9. Identify Bozz’s chief personal goal for most of T.

10. T can be divided into two overall episodes corresponding to the two areas or camps in which the men train.  Name these two episodes or, in other words, camps.

11. Identify topographical features (roads and vegetation, for example) that appear to separate the rest of the world from, or mark the entrance into, each camp.   

12. Identify boundaries (fences, for example) or physical tokens of demarcation (signs or gates, for example) that mark the entrance into each camp.

13. Explain how T makes both camps sometimes look hellish (by which I mean dark and forbidding) through (a) weather, (b) camera work, (c) topographical features, and (d) eerie or disturbing shots.  

14. Name the city where Bozz and Paxton party, and identify its features that contribute to T’s hellish tone.

15. Name evil or highly violent persons whom Bozz and others encounter in each camp.
16. Name the highest ranking soldier in control of each camp.

17. Name the one person in each camp (other than another Private), who most ties to help or constructively advise Bozz (and sometimes others). 
18. Explain whether Bozz achieves the personal goal with which he started (as identified by you in question 9).
19. Explain whether Bozz achieves other goals or results not originally intended.  Specifically, name friends whom he helps in both camps, and explain how he does so.  Also, identify important information or knowledge he acquires in both camps.

20.  As noted in question 6, Bozz is a maverick who emotionally distances himself from others.  Yet, there is another, almost opposite side to him that he tries in vain to suppress.  Describe this side of his personality that in some ways contravenes his maverick side.
21. T is in part a coming-of-age story whose protagonist experiences self-discovery.  In Bozz’s case this self-discovery arguably comes when the other side of his personality (as described in question 20) most prevails over his maverick side (as described in question 6).   Identify this scene or turning point in T.
22. Bozz survives or escapes both boot camps to return to the “real world.”  At the same time, he does so to enter into a third, worse hell.  Name that hell.

