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Discussion Questions:

“Sorry, but Your Soul Just Died” by Tom Wolfe

1. What nickname does Wolfe give Edward O. Wilson, what is the new field pioneered by this man, and why is it so important?  
2. What makes this field so politically controversial, and how have some prominent liberals responded negatively to it? 

3. Provide an example (from Wolfe’s article) of how neuroscience has been used to support positions on both sides of the political spectrum.

4. Quote a statement by Wilson (quoted by Wolfe) that reveals his own ambivalence toward the implications of his science.
5. The rapid growth of what professional organization between 1970 and 2001 suggested the spreading influence of neuroscience?

6. According to Wolfe, what did Nietzsche mean when he said (in The Gay Science) that “God is dead”?
7. According to Nietzsche’s prediction in Ecce Homo why would the twentieth century be characterized especially by war?  In other words, in the absence of belief in God, to what did Nietzsche predict humans would dedicate themselves?
8. To what two influential ideas does Wolfe suggest that civilization also dedicated itself in the twentieth century?  Or, to put the question another way, what two influential modes of thought became mankind’s new religions?

9.  According to Wolfe, what events destroyed belief in these two influential modes of thought?

10. According to Nietzsche’s prediction in The Will to Power, what will be the moral stance of western civilization in the twenty-first century and how does Wolfe relate this prediction to neuroscience?
11. What is Deconstruction (you will have to look this up), and what does Wolfe think of it?  How does the subject of Deconstruction relate to Wolfe’s assertions about dominant modes of thought in the twentieth century?
12. What (as indicated by the title of this essay) does Wolfe see as the central implication of neuroscience?  Do you agree with Wolfe that this (your answer) is the central implication?

13. What position do you think Wolfe takes toward neuroscience and sociobiology-does he seem to accept or reject these new fields?  Does he accept or reject the implication you identified in question 13, and do you find his position on these new sciences and their central implication logical?

14.  Do you see weaknesses anywhere in Wolfe’s essay, i.e., positions he takes that you believe incorrect, exaggerated, narrow-minded, etc.?

