Sophocles.  Oedipus the King
Sophocles 496-06 BCE 

priest; general; imperial treasurer

123 plays
innovations included: 
3 actors





painted scenery





more dialogue

Oedipus the King
429-25 BCE
prequel
previous mythological traditions (cf. Homer, Odyssey Bk 11): great artistic scope within broad 
limits

detective story
unity of time

irony
symbolic or psychological interpretation:
pins








Freud


oral, anal, phallic


Oedipal Complex



castration anxiety 


Oedipus and the Oedipal Complex?

structuralist approach: binary opposites
Tiresias


vs.

Oedipus
blindness 




sight

darkness




light

knowledge




ignorance

divine knowledge



human knowledge


ironic alignment/motif of blindness/insight


prophecy vs. secular humanism (Protagoras/sophists) and limitations of human knowledge



Oedipus = “Knowing (oed = oid = o[digamma]id = vid) Foot” or “Swollen Foot”

Sphinx’ riddle

theme of proper/improper use of power
Oedipus as ideal Athenian

theme of tyrant/hubris

ship of state metaphors

Athenian Real Politik, esp. under Pericles

theme of proper/improper reproduction (and patricide) 

(cf. Thucydides—Athenian plague 430/29)

medical terminology/metaphor

Hippocratic Corpus and 5th cent. Greek medicine

pollution/shared guilt

agricultural metaphor

Sphinx as proleptic punishment

freedom of will vs. fate 

morality/immorality

double motivation

reversals

