The Odyssey.  Books 5-8
second deployment of WDR pattern (Books 5-12)

Book 5

assembly-ring composition with Book 1

parallels with Telemachia

Hermes/Athena

Calypso/Penelope

Odyssey/Telemachus (see below)

inversion involving Odysseus 


Calypso/Penelope

Ogygia = part of another world (Hermes the border crosser)

Calypso “the Concealer”

disruption: Ogygia/Ithaca

first view of Odysseus 

he parallels Telemachus

Calypso announces Odysseus’ return

Odysseus as “Trickster Figure,” and circumspect

threat of Calypso


parallels with Circe, Aphrodite, NE love goddess  

Homo Faber, foreshadowing Polyphemus episode

long voyage (17 days and nights) with Pleiades and Orion on left

= from the West (Death), and in the Fall/Winter

natural (the season) and supernatural storm (Poseidon)

timeliness of his return


Telemachus’ beard/Penelope’s remarriage

Ino-Leucothea


Her veil vs. clothes of Calypso


cult initiation

Scherie, island of the Phaeacians

rebirth/olive tree

dual nature of Scheria-Poseidon/Athena 

Book 6

nubile Nausicaa in liminal zone

Odysseus the lion

Odysseus defuses the threat

Nausicaa’s instructions and the power of Arete/parallel with Sparta


Sybaritic, enchanted realm
Book 7
Athena parallels Odysseus

Alcinous possibly dangerous

Arete/motif of wanderer

Odysseus’ finesse

Alcinous' offer
Book 8

Alcinous offers conveyance

Demodocus (Homer)

Laodamas/Odysseus' pain

Euryalus’  insult vs. landed aristocrat


Euryalus and Laodamas/Antinous and Eurymachus

discus; challenge of boxing and running vs. non-combative sports of Phaeacians

Demodokos and song re. Ares and Aphrodite


parallels second half of The Odyssey; suggests negative scenario

final simile


Odysseus as Andromache

