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Fredricksmeyer

Discussing Macbeth
Please read the following questions before you begin the play, and keep these questions in mind as we move through the text.  After finishing the play, prepare to discuss your answers, including verbatim quotes (with line numbers) from the text that support your answers.  Dr. F. will take care of Discussion Question 1. 
1. Please explain the “Gunpowder Plot” and how it was part of the immediate historical context in which Macbeth was written and premiered.     Also, consider how the figure of Guy Fawkes has been adopted by film and recent protest groups.

2. As discussed in class, Holinshed’s Chronicles of medieval Scotland treated the characters of Duncan and Macbeth very differently than did Shakespeare.  Recall these differences, and consider their affect on the characterization of Macbeth. (Whoever gets this question, speak with me right after class.  I will provide you with crucial, time-saving information.)
3. The supernatural plays an important role in Macbeth. To what extent do you think it motivates the actions of Macbeth?  Do the “weird sisters” seem to you merely to prophesy events or also to influence them?  (What, again, does “weird” mean, as here used?)
4. Please define the following types of language, and discuss passages in Macbeth and their context, in which such language is used: amphibology, equivocation, dualism, and doublets.  Also, explain the connection between these terms and the conspirators in the Gunpowder Plot.

5. Is Macbeth a “tragic hero” in the sense that he follows the tragic sequence (entirely or in part) as schematized by Aristotle in the Poetics.  Remember, the tragic sequence goes approximately as follows.  
1) The “tragic hero” is a powerful aristocrat,

2) who starts out and, at least to some extent, remains a good man,

3) but who develops excessive pride (hubris) as a result of his power and status,
4) makes an (often) unintentional mistake (hamartia) as a result of his hubris,
5) and suffers a reversal of fortune (peripeteia) as a result of his mistake.

6) Often, this reversal is caused by or leads to a discovery (anagnorisis) of some kind.
6.  What character in the play conforms (in whole or in part) to the archetypal heroic pattern (normally applied to the central character of a story) called Withdrawal-Devastation-Return, as schematized below?  The pattern of Withdrawal-Devastation-Return goes as follows.

1) Loss/Quarrel
2) Withdrawal
3) Disguise during absence or upon return (also deceitful stories)
4) Hospitality shown to wandering hero
5) Recognition

6) Disaster during or occasioned by hero’s absence

7) Reconciliation of hero and return of hero
7. Is Lady Macbeth more responsible than Macbeth for the murder of King Duncan?  Is Lady Macbeth a more purely evil character than her husband?  Can she be seen as a “tragic hero” (see question 3 above)?

