Old Comedy.  Aristophanes. 

 Lysistrata
Old Comedy

origins

comedy (kômos/odoi)

satyrica

phallic processions (Aristotle's Poetics)

earlier poetry

typical elements

actors grotesque exaggeration of stomach and phallus (cf. origins)

highly sexual and scatological

mythology and theology treated with total irreverence 

little guy's attack through humor and wit against those in power

lampoons prominent contemporaries-everything from their physical appearance, 

to moral character to intelligence (apparent immunity)

chorus of  24

plots fantastic

end in festive scene with formal recognition of hero's victory

usually triad of Wine, Food, Sex

Aristophanes

fluorit 427-386: 11 of at least 40 plays

little biographical information

historical context

Lysistrata (Lenaia, 411)

cast (with significant names) includes:

Lysistrata (lys/strata)

Kleonike (kleo/nikê)

Myrrhine (myrrh-)

Lampito (lamp-)

Ismenia

two choruses: one of Old Men, the other of Old Women

each chorus has chorus leader called a Koryphaios

Commissioner

Kinesias (kinêsis)

structure (in order)

1. conference/two-fold plan of women (pan-Hellenic)

2. occupation plot-

with confrontation (agonistic element) between Chorus of Old Women

and Chorus of Old Men

with confrontation between Lysistrata and Chorus of Old Women,

and the Commissioner and Police

Lysistrata disheartened

Chorus of Old Men's misogyny, and second defeat

3. strike plot, with focus on Myrrhine and Kinesias, goes unopposed

4. reconciliation between men and women, and Athenians and Spartans:


female victory

analysis

battle of the sexes

women's legitimate grievances (cf. historical context)


warfare/death


male infidelity

male corruption

Greek division, and Persia

female exclusion

comical treatment


females-

stereotypes-dipsomaniacs, sexually incontinent, 

and emasculating:

self-assessment, and actions 


males-

sexual incontinence

cowardice/emasculation

impotence

centrality of sex, yet really about philia

domestic normality disrupted/restored
fantastic elements (see above)

realistic elements

