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    Dr. Fredricksmeyer
Hesiod Discussion Questions

Theogony
Lines 1-223
1. What does the term “theogony” mean?

2. What divine beings inspire Hesiod or, in other words, provide him with his knowledge of the universe and its origins?

3. Who is the mother of these divine beings, and with what mental faculty is she associated?  (Hint: a modern word that derives from her name is mnemonic.)
4. What entity is first given birth to by Chaos?
5. What do you think is the logic behind Eros being one of the earliest entities in the universe?

6. To whom does Gaia give birth and then later mate with?

7. What is the name of their son, and by what means does he overthrow his father?

8. What are the names of the three goddesses identified by Hesiod as the Morai?
Lines 459-634

1. By what means does Rhea save Zeus from being ingested by Kronos?

2. What tricks having to do with an ox, sacrifice, and fire does Prometheus play on Zeus for the sake of mankind?

3. Briefly describe with reference to the Prometheus myth the Theogony’s attitude toward women.

4. Prometheus represented technology for the Greeks.  Keeping this in mind, explain whether you think that Prometheus (intentionally or unintentionally) is more helpful or harmful to man?  Also explain what your answer suggests about the attitude of the Greeks toward technology?  Can you identify any recent films or novels that characterize technology similarly to how you believe Hesiod does?
5. Name the two generations of gods who engage in the epic battle narrated after the Prometheus story.

Lines 881-926

1. With what mental trait is Metis associated, what does Zeus do with her, and how do you think this (i.e., what Zeus does with her) affects the ability of Zeus to avoid being overthrown like his father and grandfather?

2. What goddess is born from Zeus, from what part of his body is she born, and what do you think is the point of her being born from this part of his body? 

Works and Days

Lines 1-212
1. Hesiod tells the story of Pandora in order to explain what aspect of the human condition?
2. Briefly describe the Hesiod’s characterization of Pandora?

3. Hesiod’s works were among the “foundation texts” of Greek literature (i.e., the equivalent for the Greeks of what the Bible is for Judeo-Christian cultures).  Keeping this fact in mind, what do you think these texts suggest about the relation between men and women in the ancient Greek world?  Also, try to identify a female character in film or literature who parallels Pandora, and explain how the character you choose parallels her.  
