HUEN 1010									Dr. Fredricksmeyer
Hedges Discussion Questions:
War is a Force that Gives us Meaning (Chapter 7: pp. 157-64)

1. Name the two forces in human nature that, according to Freud, are involved in a tug-of-war with each other.  Also, how does the opening poem by Philip Larkin reflect this tug-of-war? 

2. What quality does love share with war, according to Hedges?  Also, can you think of an episode you read in the Odyssey that closely associates love and war?  What episode in the Trojan War does Hedges point to as underscoring the connection between the two?  

3. What longing arises in people in the wake of catastrophes?  Have you ever witnessed (personally or on the news) such a longing arise in people after a catastrophe?

4. What policy of the Bush administration does Hedges adduce as evidence that our society is no longer chastened by war as we were after the Vietnam War, and that we are embracing Thanatos?  What is the etymology of the term “Thanatos”?  How do you think someone in the Bush administration might defend this policy as proof that we are still chastened by war?  Also, do you agree with the statement ascribed to Einstein often seen on bumper stickers, namely, “A country cannot simultaneously prevent and prepare for war”?  Explain.  

5. What does Hedges say is the most acute form of suffering for human beings?  And, how does this suffering induce some people to embrace war?

6. What damage caused by war does Hedges say is worse than physical damage?  Have you ever seen proof that Hedges is right about this, or that acts of violence and abuse in addition to war per se can have a longer lasting psychological than physical impact?

7. How is war like a narcotic, according to Hedges? Also, name the person (and his book) adduced by Hedges as an example of the compatibility of drugs and war.  What exactly were this person’s twin addictions?  Also, what war does this person write about?  Identify when this war took place, some of the suffering it caused, and what man recently in the news is believed to have played a key role in some of the war’s worst atrocities.  Finally, how does the photographer, with whom Hedges opens chapter seven, serve as an example of the similarity between war and narcotics?

8. What kind of warriors does Hedges identify as the worst?  Have you heard or read about any such warriors, and where were they located?

9. After how many days of continuous battle do 98% of all combatants suffer psychological damage, and how does Hedges characterize the 2% for whom this is not true?

10. Try to think of events or episodes you’ve read about or seen in the news, novels, films, or anywhere else, that seem to support the close relation Hedges sees between Eros and Thanatos? 
