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Initiation Myths
Daphne
Apollo vs. Cupid

Cupid’s arrows—gold/lead 

Daphne emulates Diana (Artemis)


liminal zone

Peneus

laurel

aition

Freudian interpretation


young sexual predator vs. non-sexual male


adolescent female anxiety

Io
Jupiter (Zu-pater; Zeus)—dark clouds /rape of Io

Io as heifer/Juno

Argus
Mercury (Hermes) = Argeiphontês

peacock 

Egypt

> Epaphos

Danaids 

general observations:
not etiological

change into cow = transition into wife/marriage

also violation of marriage

Callisto
Callisto (the most beautiful) one of Diana’s warriors = virgin

Zeus in drag (cf. Little Red Riding Hood 

Callisto rejected by Diana

> Arcas

bear, almost killed by Arcas

constellation of the Bear

general observations:

doubly etiological:


constellation


never touches ocean

pollution/non-domesticated  beast

Arcas near killing/shift of allegiance away from mother

... and Crow—Ovid’s transitions 

Ovid’s imagery, e.g. Envy

Europa
Jupiter as white bull “mounted” by Europa

Crete

Minos and Rhadamanthus

female adolescent fear of sexuality

King Minos/Pasiphae/minotaur
Iphigenia
Diana—Iphigenia’s sacrifice

deer

general observations
initiation incomplete

sacrifice as rejection of the female/male sexual abstinence man

Tereus/Procne/Philomela
Tereus/Procne > Itys 

Philomela (= Lover of Wool)/robe

cannibalism

birds—


Tereus = hoopee


Procne = Nightengale


Philomela = swallow 

parallel myths—


matricide


cannibalism



improper cuisine associated with cosmic change

Boreas and Orithyia

Boreas, the N. Wind, abducts her (d. of King Erechtheus of Athens)
general observations on preceding myths:
fathers unwilling to give up authority over daughters

historical elements:


Tereus and Boreas myths—early cultural exchanges


Europa myth —Semitic influences on Greek culture


Io myth—Egyptian influences on Greek culture

common features of female adolescent initiation myths: 

girls beautiful/nubile

fathers are kings or, similarly, rivers

offspring, if any, are kings

representative initiation

Van Gennep​—three stages of initiation in myth and ritual

I. separation/liminality/reintegration in myth
II. separation/liminality/reintegration in ritual 
[general observations on ritual: year-end festivals; importance of identity within community vs. modern society]

1 and 2. separation and liminality in ritual

loss of old identity = a transitional phase marked by role reversal

this role reversal in activity and geography, both are liminal: e.g. hunting in the woods
(cf. Amazons) 

3. reintegration in ritual

A-B-A


return to new place (husband’s home) with new identity (wife)

Home A
Liminality
Home B

Female Initiation:

Child
Anti-Adult (Male)
Adult (Female)

Domination by Female (Mother):    Domination over Nature:
Domination by Male (Husband):

Provided Food


Procures Food


Prepares Food
