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The Homeric Hymn to Demeter 
and the Eleusinian Mysteries
I.   Background

audience/venue – sung (perhaps as prelude to longer epics also in dactylic hexameter) 
at feats, poetic contests, festivals, etc.

author(s) unknown

date of composition – ca. 650-550 B.C.E

II.  
Introduction to the HHD

its “chimerical” nature
its associations with the Eleusinian Mysteries

III.  Summary

IV. Series of polarities

life/death

fertile/infertile

virginal/sexually potent

feminine/masculine

“Demeter, holy-goddess, I begin to sing; of her and her slim-ankled daughter, whom Aidoneus [Hades] snatched away, the gift of wide-beholding Zeus, but Demeter knew it not.”

V.  Love, power, and honor of women

VI.  Structural parallels

VII.  Female adolescent initiation myth: Separation-Liminality-Reintegration (SLR)
1) maiden

2) liminal zone – usually a meadow or beach

3) sexually predatory male

4) protected and/or mourned by older male figure (usually)

5) abduction

6) abduction depicted as death and/or metamorphosis

7) (sometimes) return as wife

VIII. Withdrawal/Devastation/Return (WDR)
1) Loss/Quarrel

2) Withdrawal

3) Disguise during absence or upon return (also deceitful stories)

4) Hospitality shown to wandering hero

5) Recognition

6) Devastation during or occasioned by hero's absence

7) Reconciliation of hero and return of hero

IX. NE (Near Eastern) parallels

Ishtar (Sumerian-Babylonian, modern Iraq)
Telepînu (Hittite, modern Turkey)
HD's uniqueness

X.  
Historical event

XI. Eleusinian Mysteries and their relation to the HD

Thesmophoria
Eleusian Mysteries and its associations with the HD

Eleusinian Mysteries

Hymn to Demeter
1. apotropaic acts


gephyrismos


Iambe






aischrologia




2. faciliators


kykeon (+ fasting)

kykeon
3. purification by fire

in temple of Demeter

Demeter with Demophoon









Compare with Herakles
 Conclusion

“Whoever on this earth has seen these mysteries is blessed, but he who has no part in the holy rites has another lot as he wastes away in dank darkness.” (480-82)

[Haidês = (H)a/digamma = (v)id/ês]

