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    Dr. Fredricksmeyer
Discussing Chapters from The Brothers Karamazov (1879)
Please read The Grand Inquisitor (Hackett ed., 1993) pp. 7-37, and prepare to discuss the following questions.  As you prepare, make sure to write down the page numbers where you find your answers and, when appropriate, quote the text.  This assignment will require you to approach the text synchronically (as explained in class).  Especially important are questions A 5 and B 12.  Before undertaking this assignment, it will be helpful to read …
A. “Rebellion”

1. What do you think Ivan means by “Christlike love” on page 7?
2. According to Ivan, what group of humans deserves Christlike love, and why?

3. Who is absolutely undeserving of Christlike love?

4. Identify aspects of (a) our world and (b) Christianity that make it impossible for Ivan to accept religion (even if he claims not to reject God), and explain how Ivan plans to live out his life as a result of this view.
5. Do you agree with Ivan’s views about the problems of the world and Christianity?  Explain.

6. With what term does Alyosha describe Ivan’s plan for his life, and what do you think that Alyosha means by this term?

7. How does Dostoevsky link the narrative of “Rebellion” with that of “The Grand Inquisitor”?

B. “The Grand Inquisitor”
1. What is the setting (time and place) of Ivan’s poem, what is an auto da fé, and who were the victims of these “acts of faith” during the Spanish Inquisition?
2. What prompts the coming of Christ in Ivan’s poem, and is this coming the one

prophesied in “Revelation”?
3. As a result of what does the Grand Inquisitor recognize Christ?

4. According to the Grand Inquisitor, to whom did Christ abandon his power?  What is the traditional Catholic view toward the legitimacy of the views of this person to whom Christ abandoned his power?  (If you’re not a Catholic, ask one about this question.)

5. Why has the Catholic Church removed the “freedom” that Christ gave mankind, and what exactly do you think the Grand Inquisitor means by the term “freedom”?

6. According to the Grand Inquisitor, what two things did Satan tempt Christ to employ that the Catholic Church now employs to keep people happy? 
7. What miracle did Satan tempt Christ to employ, why would it have been in the interest of Christ to do so, and why do you think Christ refused?
8. What again is the third thing offered by Satan to Christ, and in what sense/how does the Catholic Church employ it?  Can you recall the famous statement from the New Testament (Matthew 22:21) in which Christ seems to recommend the separation of church and state?
9. In the absence of the Catholic Church, to what conditions would freedom, free thought, and science lead mankind?
10. What do you think the Grand Inquisitor means when he says that the Catholic Church will allow mankind to sin, and will take these sins upon itself?
11. As a result of what act of Christ does the Grand Inquisitor decide not to burn him, and what do you think this act symbolizes?
12. Ivan’s tale of “The Grand Inquisitor” expresses doubts about Christianity and the Catholic Church that persons ranging from agnostics to nihilists have expressed since the first century CE.  Summarize in a few words what you believe these doubts to be, and explain your own positions toward them. 
