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Intellectual Aretê: Platonic Idealism/Rationalism
 “Happy is he who knows the causes of things.” Virgil, Georgics 2.490 expressing a Greek maxim

 “The unexamined life is not worth living.” Plato, Apology section 38

Plato (424-347 BCE):

select biography 
meaning of name

student of Socrates (see also Xenophon and others)


wealthy family (etymology of the term “scholar”)


founded the Academy that operated  until AD 529!


modern neo-Platonism starting in the 16th century CE in Florence, after the fall of 

the eastern capital of the Roman Empire, Istanbul, in 1453―the 

Renaissance!
A. L. Whitehead on the lasting influence of Platonic thought: “The safest general 

characterization of the European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series of footnotes to Plato.”  Process and Reality (Free Press, 1979) 39.
Plato and Platonic dialogues: philosophical dialectic with characterization and humor,


many featuring Socrates the "Horsefly" (Cahill: “the Stingray”): earlier dialogues 

show Socratic 
APORIA, while later dialogues, e.g., The Republic, show Platonic 

IDEALISM ascribed to Socrates

likely influence on Platonic idealism of Greek sculpture and architecture: refinements to 

create the ideal rather than the real, see the Riace Warriors and the Parthenon

Pre-socratic legacy faced by Plato

moral relativism: the Sophists

a host of conflicting understandings about the nature of reality, and our 

ability to comprehend it
epistemological and ontological SKEPTICISM 
―Parmenides: we cannot trust our senses
since nothing can come from nothing, and existence is consequently eternal, 

changes (i.e., the apparent ceasing to exist) we perceive in our material world are an illusion 

―Democritus: we cannot trust our senses
since all material reality is in flux (Democritus), then we can never accurately comprehend our material world
―if we cannot trust our senses, and knowledge is based on our senses, then true knowledge is impossible 
Platonic Idealism: responses to the preceding problems
morality: a reason to behave ethically
Ring of Gyges: note connection between ethics and human psychology
proto-Christian response to Glaucon, in effect damage to one’s soul
see terms: soma vs. sêma (in the Apology and elsewhere)
epistemology: we can know things
Meno on ANAMNESIS (etym.), knowledge as recollection:
innate (etym.) understanding of certain mathematical principles

how: transmigration of souls
modern iteration: NATIVISM (etym.), Noam Chomsky and psycholinguistics:
universal innate grammar, which is indicated by two things: (1) that all human languages share certain principles of grammar, (2) that children are able to generate syntactically correct strings of words (beyond what they have learned/heard)

ontology and epistemology: there is an eternal and immutable reality, and we can comprehend it
Allegory of the Cave and the Theory of Forms
Shadows = the uncertainty/unreliability of our material reality 

Forms = an immutable, objective, non-material reality 
RATIONALISM, because the world of the Forms is noumenal (etym.) rather than phenomenal (etym.), in other words we can gain knowledge of this world only through our mind and not through our senses which are untrustworthy

Rationalists frequently mathematicians: see Einstein, irrational numbers
EXAMPLE OF A FORM: consider the subjective of nature of our material reality vs. one eternal and immutable truth (one example of a Platonic Form)

along with Aristotle, Plato laid foundations of western philosophy, and of an ongoing debate between RATIONALISM and EMPIRICISM; continental philosophy (especially German and French) has tended toward rationalism, while British and American philosophy has tended toward empiricism
Plato’s Ideal State
the three classes and their chief characteristics

ruled by the Philosopher King who by the exercise of reason comprehends the Forms, and can thus help society approximate the ideal―GREEK ARETÊ
anti-democratic elements―Karl Popper, The Open Society and its Enemies (1938) on dangerous elements of The Republic (note: utopia, term imported from Greek by Sir Thomas Moore, double meaning: [e]u-topia, [o]u-topia)


class stratification


rule by elite that is closely associated with a 
military


total subordination of the individual to the state

censorship


eugenics
